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During the past year, the 68th assault Helicoptev Company has operated
s

in the 111 Corps arez of Vietmam., Thais transitiomal terrain area for South
Vietnam providss = 1link belween the Hekong Deliz and the high mountains of
the Central highlands, South and vest of SEigon the land is delta type
terrain and to the North and Zzst is =z large plain slowly rising to the
mountains of the far perimeter of the I1I Corps arca.

The delta region is & heavily silted ares crisscrossed by numerous
streams and rivers. It is a low, level plain with ain elevation of no more
than ten feet above sea level, Being very fertile, zlmost the entire area
iz divided inteo rice paddies and kept floodsd, urine the rainy seascn the
only dry area is that forminpg the banks of canals and rivers, There are a
few trees found on the banks and around the amall villages.

The territory to the North Jﬁd ¥West of Saigon and in the third Corps
is a plateau slowly rising from the few feet above sea level to over 600
feet, Foxcept for the area areound ia= e CO”"“TltlEE which has begen cleared,
the lﬁﬂd is covered by thick jungle. jungle, which is often two and
three canopies thick, consists of bamboo a"'i broad lesf foresis intersper-
d by farms <2nd rubber plantations., Much of the land is sparsely settled
thyough most of the scoil is rich., There are enly a few large mountains in
the 1II Corps area which serve as excellent land marks

"! "'.l

i]'l.? [11]

The III Corps area provides a great variety of terrain to which the
aviator must adapt. He must land anyvwhere from muddy open paddiss to small
holes in the thick junﬁlﬂ He rust learn to navigete using all types of
terrain feature ond must adapt to dust and haze in the dry season and mud
and large thunderstorms in the wet sezson. Thess conditions of the III

uuuuuu Coe

Corps area provide a great chalLeha



68TE ASSAULT YELICCPTER COIPINT

CROANIZED UHDER: MNIGE 1-77G

B

Peay

s Cemaral Order 249, EQ USAHPAC
nTT.i.S%l‘::‘ TS

_2_82::3‘ SIGHEL DIETHCER=E T

ORGANTZED UNDEE: ITCE 11-30CD

RY: (eneral Order 200 and 283,

CRGANIZED UNDER: MNMILE 55-50CK

TY¥: QCenerzl Order 200 and 283,

&
=
]
'r|_-j|
b
il
H
I
s
o
[
iy
ct
b
i
b

L30TH }EDICAL DITACHENRT

A

ROANIZED UEDER: TOXS  8-500D



THa KEY PERGCHIEL COF Tim TOP TIGERS

At the beginning of the year Major Willism T Faser was the Commanding Qfficer of
the 68th hssault Helicopter Company, ¥ajor Robert Stewar the EZxecutive Cificer and

Major Melregor the Opa“atlo::qs Cfficer,
the first 1ift Commender, Captzin Heil -
and Major Willism Chritton, Commendsr of ths !

re Captein Lee [ramer,
econd =iriift platoon,

_____ The Top Tigers also had
Captzin Peter Enanuc.t for Service Fletoon Commender,

e 3815t Transportaiion Datzchment wa b7 ¥zjor Charles Asbelle, the 282nd
by Second Lisutensnt Jokn Csbhorn znd the L30th Vedical Detachment by Captain Arthur
Seott, During the month of Januarm r deperted end Captain Carrieth
FPendergraft took charge of the { r, with the arrivel of Vajor Detson,
leadership changed hends again and irst 1ift was led by Major lerry D
Dotson, During Mareh we also had Bwo new Second 1ift Commenders &3 ILajor Honald
Drumn tock the reins, followed shortly thersafier by Czpfzin Johnsen,

and Majeor Willis was mnde (un
ist Trensportation Datachment

During April Major Chrition deparied the 68t
i £ he 39
e was Taken for 2 new assignment cutside tha

Flatobn Leader. Major Hpbert Akin &
during that month also as Major Asbe
COMEay .

In the month of May we hed & major change in ths
T o

2 super-styructure of the 6Sth;
Major Larry D Dotson became the Compeny Commendsr and Mz jor h
(=3

John ¥ Chnstzd toock over
T i

the Bxecutive Officer slot. In vpsrations iajor James Parker tock chargs. Major
Garrieth Pendergraft moved in to iske the first platoon and Major Louis Feaster the

J
secend,  Under their new leadership the Top Tigers remainsd top and grew in name
ang achievenent.

During June the cnly change was in the Service Flatocon where Captain John Dick
took leadership but in July there was a large chengs over of 211 Platoon Commanders.
Major Donald Van Pieterson was zszsigned to the first plstoon, Czptain Josepn Scu:Lre
to the Second Flatoon and Czptain Harry CGewkowski to the Armed Flatdon, Captain
Scott left the L20th Medical Detechment in July; and with no replacement, the posi-

tion was left wvacent.

Lfter a short stay with the Top ’_f‘igerf Hajor Ven Fieterson was called to the
118th; in September his slot was filled by Fell. Then in September, Kaj

Williasm Alich becamé the 3%1st Uommender 297 Liew ta:a_ﬁ Izne took the 282nd Bigmal
Detachment.

In November Lisutenanst Colonel Dotscn bescams Zattzlion 5-3 and Major Ohnsted
moved up to take the Commender of the Top Tiger. -"';I"“" Alich was called from the
3915t to Executive Officer and ¥zjor Farker left, leaving the COperations Officer!
positica vacanti however, Li ute:::z Grav t]—-.e zssistant UOperations Officer did a
fine job of £illing in uwntil 2 replzcemen d be found. With the departure of
Captain Dick, WO Teorres-Uartsagena bedame uc;:"riua Flatoon Lesder end Major Leonard
Spanjers came from the 335th Asszult .er_r:,c.::;t.er Gompany to u:.l{@ Fajor Alichts job
&5 391st Commender. Also during Hovember we were sent a new doctor as Captain Don-
ald Stupar srrived to take over the L530th ¥edical Detzéhment.
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In mid-fovenber ¥ajor Foul Jzenichen beceme Cperations COfficer when he arrived
from the First Cavalry and Captzin Stephen Van-lHeter arrived to lead the first pla-

toon with the departure of Captain Sguire With the closing of the month Captain

Teimy R Dillow moved up to become the Secend Lift Lsazder and the company leadership
remained the same through the end of the year.



e I:,. II-\.
There have been many changes in personnzl Tor the &&ih £ssault Helicopter Com-
pany. Many of the officers have moved Up Lo Battzlion =nd Brigede while others havs

completed thsre year here, But 3 sz¢h ran Generted,ancthar "Top Tiger" ceme to
£ill his job with the vigor and deveiisa to cuty indicative of 21l the Top Tigers.

However, man morz nobt menticned here served tre 58th, working very long and
hard hours each day. They are the cnes resporsible for making ths "Top Tirers?,



THESE 1NDIVIDULLS

Charles
Of ficer

waptain
Warrant
Warrant Officer
Warrant Officer
Specialist Four
Speclzlist Four
Specialist Four
Specialist Four

UALT HCKOR ROLE

FATYT MY O Eees
MiTE TR E-L-' ..I."-E'E

T

P

sbel
Bdword Higgins

John Paul Merlow
James P. Bartcn
Eenneth Bertsch
John N. Shefeild
Gilbkert N, Sidih
Jehnmy YWashburn

A7ARDS & DECCBATIONS 1947

T
EERIARY

i Distinguished Flying Cross
1 Air Kedal for Valor

i Army Comtendation Medal

7 Purple Hearts

Lo B S B

16 Distinguished Flying Crosses

Air Medals fer Vzlor

Legion of Merit Hesdal

Silver Star

Bronze OStars

Purple Heart

Vietnznsse Cross of Gallantry Medzls

T T e L)

MAY

3 Distinguished Flying Crosses
23 Air ¥edals for Valor
1 Army Commendation Medal

1 .5ilver Star for Valer

3 Distinguished Flying Crosses

1 Bronze Star Medal for Valor

2 Eronge Star Medals for Meritoriocus Servics

T Air Medzl for Valior

T Army Commendation Medal for Meritorious Service



AVERDS & DECCRATIONS 1947
JUIE

Distinfuisned Flying Crosses
Air Medels for T:lﬁr
Army Comendztion Medsl

Bronze Ster Tor Va Tﬂr
Purple Heari

M opy = D

Distinguished Flying Crosses
Bronge Siar

Army Commendstion Fedal
Purple Hesris

ho
e Ll

AUCUSRT
Distinguished Flying Crosses
Bronze Bter for Valor
Bronze Stars
froy Cemmendation Hedals for Vs
.'-.rﬂaj- Commendeticn Esdal
Good Conduct Madsls

Forun B - B

SEXTENZIER

Bronze Star

Arry Commerndation ¥edsls
Purnle Hesris

Good Conduect Msdal

—_ ey —a

CUTOEER

ronze Stars
frmy Commendation Medal

=+l

g
NOVAERR

Air Mode=ls for Valor
Bronze Stzrs
Purple Eeart

— ) Wl

DECEMERR

2 Bronze Stars
brmy Commendation Medal

-

Of course a unit cen be considérsd only as good 2s

army Commendaticn Medels for Valor

lor

the men who compile

it, and the sacrzfices ezch is willing to make, Little mors czn be said of
those who have been thusly recognized zbove than that which was expressed
by President Johnson in referencs to Sergesnt Harry 4, Halling, "o medzl,

no words, no eulogy of ours can honor him so highly as

he has hono ad our

country and our cause". This total effort once again pointed out the com-

pany motto ? TVORY MAN A TIGERM,
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A flight of ten slicks end four gunships supported the 4th Infentry
Division near Dau Tieng.

The Top Tigers flew torse da¥s of comtat eéssault missions support-

ing the 18984th Light Infaniry Brigsds, Sixteen extractiions and ten

combat assaults were flowm in the Tey Hinh end Dew Tisng area.

The £8th was onz of the six canpsnies HG participated in eight
combat assaults airlifiing elements of the 2/16 Infentry Battalion,

4 combet asssult mission was made in support of the 1s% Infanirny
Division in Operation Saratcgs 2irlifting elements of the 2/16th
Infant LIy Batialion.

he 68th reinforced &
4f9uh Infantyy Battal
four landine zonss.

EEth 3115 ion :attalic1 in thbort‘ﬂg +hﬂ
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¥our coobat zssaulis s2nd ex ions were flown i support of the
199%h Light Infanizy Brigads nsar ¥hz Be

The £5th reinToraeed the 1s i
2nd Brigade in COpersiion Silver
Infantry in the area of Phu Loi,

tion Zaitalion supperting the
Spring by eirlifting the 2/18th

The 68th made ezgle flights with the 4/9th Infantry into five

different lanéing zcnee,

The B8th was the second flight elsment of three assault helicopier
companies conducting three extractions and two combet asssulis in
the area of Cu Ci. Twe H8ih conduc!

cied the re-suppdj.missions for
the E;th Infentry Divigzion efter relezsse from the 25th Aviatien
Battalion,

'_"."CI-

The Top Tigers conducted two gozbat asszulis in the ares nes

Den Tnec as a second flight element econtrolled by the 25%h hvlatlun
Battalion. Yhe Commend and Control ship and gunships departed
Binh Chanh to rec¢on and find tezgeis for eagle flighis.

In the month of January, 1967, the 68th Lviation Company flew a total

of #2613 hours., There wars #9190 sorties +transporting ¥11,501
passengers and *155.5 tens of cargo.

teintenance Keeping up ifs fine meintenance standard, the 391si achieved

a2 T7.5% oversll evailability rate. Zspecially noteworthy wes
the 94.3% availability of ithe important UH-1C models.
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4 Feb. The 668th flew six coxzbat asseulis in suprort of the 25th Infanircy
Division in the arese of Ban Iuc, The 68th was releassd to
Bien Hpa for 30 mirmaites sitend-by except for two comand and control
ships end thyee re-supply omissions for the 1f4,n Infentry.

5 Feb. The Top Tigers supporied the 1

T
pating in eleven combat assauls

7 Feb. The 68th supported the 1st iustralian Tesk Force by perticipatin
in four dunmy trncp regpositionings in the srea of Nui Dat and two
zetuel extraciions in the arse of Bezr Cef. Six combat assaults
iron Bear Cat were conducted in the afterncon operation along

with 46 sorties of re-supoly.

14 Feh. The 55th flew two cumbat sssaulis while supp
Infantry Division by eirlifiting the B605th Begional Force.

15 Feb. The Tigers confucted twelve cozbat sssaults and exiractions while

supporting the 2/12th Infaniry Division in the ares of Trai Bi.
16 Fehb. The 68th made thres combati sssaulis, two troop repositionings,
and seven combat extractions in the vicinit v of Vi Thanh as &
second flight eLe:ﬂPt ctnirolled by the iEth aviztion Battalion
in suppors of the 2lst AHVH Division.

18 Feb, The 68th supported the Australian Task Force conducting search
and Gestroy operziions in the viecinity of Iat Do.

19 Feb, ., The 68th supported the 4/47th Infeniry 3attalion conducting
search and destroy operaiions in the zres southesst of Binh 3or.

the 199+¢h Light

20 Web., A combat esssnlt and exiracilon in suppo £
0 tr of Cen Gluoc,

Infantry Brizade was conducted in the vicin

In the month of February, 1957, the 68+ih Aviztion Company flew *2477
sorties, trensported 10,442 passenzers, &nd carried *607 tons
of cargo for & totel of #2458 flyinzs hours,

Maintenance  Deapite the consistently hizh muzber of hours flown by the
Top Tigers, the 391st mzintained its hizh standards with 73% of
the UE-1D models apd 87.7% of the UE-1C medels flysble for an
overall 75% availzbility rate.
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10 Ear, The Top Tigers condicted &ic ccubot cssaults
yvone in the vieinity of A7 050,683, remt
cperation wont sooothly,.

fron Trei Di = lending
ive fire xs r-*‘:crtew_ end the

15 Mer. In support of the 196th li, Inf. de.,the 68th £sli, Hel. Co. repositionad
the 2/1 Inf, to the vicinity of 'f";,r dinh, lo pr o._.lefts erose during the
dey and upon cozpletion of the lifts,the flight was relessed for re-suppls
rissions,

18 thar, Egein worldng for the 156th Li, Inf, Bde,,the Top Tigers repositioned
265 troops fros Toy Dinh west to Prek Mok (LT 27L755).,

23 bar. The Imstong's,vhile - orldng vith the Tep Tipers in the vicinity of
Hach den destroyed 21 simpans,killed one V.C. with a weapon,end burnel
five buildinrcs, The Flignt reported negtive enewy fire,

30 Har, hile working for the 3d ide, Lth Inf, Div,,the Top Tigers,sleng with the
118th AH0 1=de severzl insertions in thevieinity of Suwedk Da, & large
mine wos detoneted in the larding zon2 23 the second slenent of the
first 1ift was on sheort finsl. L5 & result, four sircreft vere dovned,
Two of the four , however » vere zblc to be flowm out, vhen lznding in the
IZ the second end third iime ,tve oore mines were deftonated resulting in
mirior demige.

Surnnary, larch ves a relstively slow month, The Top Tigers flew 2170 hrs conpleting
7422 sorties., They repcsitioned 7,559 passengers,and carried 623 tons of
¥ p 3 Pas3EnZ il
CarEo,

haintonznee The meintenanece stencard roeimed high with the 391st. They upheld
an overall 75,.5. availability wdth 710 with the UH-1L models end
8065 with the UH-1C modsls,
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bpr. YWhile working Tor 1/£7th Iaf., ™ i the vieinity of Cu Chi, the Musiangs
found two Viet Cong he cover of woods. GHC depided to land
and unliozd the C&C per zd four infentry troeps ang meke ths capture.
Tne Viet Cong wers ' : injuriss,

11 &or. The Top Tigers were in support of the 3rd Brigade, Gtk Infentry Divisien,
mads numerous cxtraciions 4 encountered light enemy Tire,

12 Jpr.  The 68th was part of
tion Bettalien wse al
sucecessful hzd the 13%
Delta operations,

whndch the 13th Cambat [vip-
tion could heve been nore
Yion bean more famdilar with

L Cong bodies
ions czich consisting of 20U grenades, 1 round eI
tic: explosives, nunerous documents, 3 weo-

13 ior. As 2 result of the operation of the 12th, thers wers nine
found, Alse a lsrpe runitd
U5 zime, 50 containers of pl
BONS &nd six enemy prisoners.

Lt iyr. The 68th was in support of the 2/14th Inf. Bn, 197th Inf. Bie. Ugen
langing in the landing gene the troop carriers feck fire, Cne sircreft
was hit, but letTe gzmage was sustained.

o

e fire was returnces

A

27 ipr. “Thile working in the locel Bien Hoz zres thne flipht upon lzading in an
3, The by

lanu115 gone receiving hesvy sm=ll erms firs
biofh iroop carriers and gunships

fE=pq Aiye -39

During fp“47 cur activities nicked up again with 2535 hours flown, 9,220
sorties, 13,834 passengers, and 222 tons of czrgo,

MATHTENANCE:  The aveilsbility “Eﬂai:ed high with the sverspe availability st
75.L5% the UE=1D up to 78.9% g5 ihei ilsbility steadily in—
crazsed while the UF—1C models went déwn to 72



TED OFFRATICULY, FISTORY OF THE 68TH ISSIUIT T
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2-3 May The 6FBth was galled out o1 repid resciion to relieve the 116th Lssauls
Helicopter Conpans 2t Dong Th= : everal lifts
without sericus mishap nﬂ' then ressinsd over night at Do:g Tem on ready
alert. The next day they ran resunply nmissions ctions,

4 May The Top Tigers traveled to Besr Czt and Rech

t Bien., There ther made four
lifts and tre Mustengs! one Viet Cong arnd sank onsz sampan.,

9 Mgy The 68th supperted the 5ih Soecial Ferces Oroup et Hiep Hos 2né at Tenh
Linh the Mustengs® killed 3 Viet Cong, destroyed 13 structures and sank one
Selnpalil.

12 N2y Supporting the 9th Division, while working nut of Tan sn and Bear Cat, the
"Tep ;gurs“ mace 15 Lsgavlts destroing 1L Wiot Cong structures.

14 May Returning to support the 9*? Divie ‘c" the £Eih mede two extrzcitions while
the Mustangs killed one icsiroyed nine structures end thrae

S2mpans.
15 Moy torking with the 116th Assault § Bemoegny the BELh lifted = Batia-
licn of 9ih Infeniry troops aid Ef‘ra:-ca them witheut any enewyr sction,

“ith the most zctive month of the yesr the "Top Tigers" flew 3318 hours com-
pleteing 10868 sorties carvy1ﬁﬁ 15,855 people end 219 tons of cargo, It was =
month of hard work for the &2th fssault i

o

MAINTONANCE:  The 391st worked hard slso sndé —eintainsd our svailabilit - 2t Th.55%
The UH-1D accounted for 72-74% svailability whilzs the Uh—1G maintained

T6.LLE,
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5 June The &8th had a2 busy dar making eleven coobat assaulis and three
extractions for the 9tk Divisicns near Rach Kien., The mustangs
had one kill, destroyed cight Viet Coog struchbires, and daneged
five as well as destroying two sampans.

8 June Returning to suppert the 9th Division the "Top Tigers" pmede four
corbat assaults :nd two exirzeiions.

13 June On this day the 68th nade twelve 2ssaulis near Rach iien while the
stangs killed ons Viet Cong.

21 June Conducting Eagle Flights with the Oth Divisiecn the "Top Tigers" mads

= (2 E B i1E
two assaults a nd two exoractions,
23 June QGoing to support the 19%9th ai Thu Duc the 68th made three assaulis

and extractions as well
combat assaults,

[
a

During the month of June the 65th
sions throughtout the III Corps ar

concen

wcentrated on 2 direct support mis-

s onz depositioning to finish up the menths

MATHNTEMANCE: Madintenance contimued to werk hard ard their asvailability showed
this 81,4% overall was the best average to that date largely cue
to the 85.3% for the UH-1D, The UH-1C had a good average of 77.5

availability.



& July
9 July

11 July

12 July

15 Julz

T duly

2E-27
duly

25 July

31 July

In July thz 68tk flew 2062
completed

HATHTEN,

THE OPZR..TION.L HISTCRY (F THZ &BTH 753;ULT BELICCI To% CGEEP.IiY 1547
Cn this dzte the 65th ran to combet assavlis and £ extrections with
the 2nd Royal fustralisn T.I,Jt““ ocut .of Fui Dat, znd then procseded to

Log Ninh to make two sxtrzetions, 11 cpereticns ran smoothly.

i

Fl¥ing to MYha Bz znd

Tha I ers" made two combat assaults
and a;—-‘nt exctractions with tha 18%th Infent

o 1ifts td act 23 2 blocking force for
the 9th ?ﬁfrq'rr va***cn near Ten T

ke

Flying first to Binh Chenh the "Top Tigepat made: four gsssults and two

I
extractions for the 19%th Infaniry, Then they went to assist the 296tk
Combat /wiation Battaiion mske two zsssults near Tey Ninh,
Supporting the 25th Division the £2ih had nine aircraft hit when they

were called on a tzeiiczl erergency to reinforce troows of the 227tk Im-
fantry, Fire was received on ezch one of £he lifts, Mo casualiies ra-
sulted,

1€ asszults aznd 14 extrocticns

ng a very busy day the "Top Tigers! flew
for the 199th Infzatry 2t Nhs Be carrving 1363 Fassengers
x =3

Returning to sugport the 199th tﬂ“ Tigers went to Nha Be aznd the Mustangs
got L kills and one sampan., Ceilings i feet and visibility,in rein,
of less then a quarter mile cr-ﬂ*ud nazardous. firing eonditions,

Flying eegle flights for the 25th Imfanics D:vlaluLJ § assaults and 7
extiracticns wers made, The westher became very oed with the last extrac-
tion but it was earried cut withous incident,

The &8th had four aireraft talie Rits dusins four combat assszults for Lhe
$th Infentry Divisions st Deng Tax

Cai. g
Laving e good day the Wlustangs" got six ¥ill# nesr Rach Eied during

eagle flights,

ason was in full swing., They
23 =

hours 2 2
7422 sorties carrying 7559 DESsEngs of cargo,

B ROT

st The 391st improved upon its outst tanding record again in Julwy. They
resched & high of 82,72 nfEllED‘_luF with both C & 0 models over EDE;
UH~-1D 8?.55’5 and UHE-1C 83.653
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9 Aug.

10 Aug.

12 Aug.

16 Aug.

25 Aug.

29 Auz.

CPirATIONAL HISTORY OF TH:t 68TH 45BaULT HL.ICOF 22 COMPANY 1967

The 68th supported the $th Division in the Bear Cat arez., Several
Lifts were made 1ith no ensmy fire encountered. Extractions were
completed with no difficulty and the flight was relezsed,

The 68th supported the 2nd Brigade, 9th Infaniry Division by
conducting six combat =255=ulls .nd i hroe extrictions in the Tan Tru
area., No problems were encountered, but restricted visibility hin-
dered the operatien,

The Top Tigers conducted a series of Zagle flights in the Go Dau Ha
arez, IThere wers three asszulis made into seversl small villages in
the area. 4s a result two VO were captured and taken to the Trang

Bang compound. No other incidents were encountersd and the operation
want smoothly.

While worki
finction of th

to leave the pod at the same time, 4s 2 resuli the rockets collidcd
approximtely 10 feet above the ground showering one ircraft with
shrapnel. =5 encounterad and ne injuries,

& pol-

ng for the A/35% CIDG units in the Hiep Hoa area,
+ %
L

The Top Tigers made two 1lifts in the
CIDG received negative cnemy fires,
to prep the Li's, The flight was on
of the day.

Hirh Than ares for IIT Corps.
Gunships and artillery were used

1 hour starnd by for the mmainder

While in support of the 9th Infaniry Division 1 seriss of eagle Tlights
woere initiated. Upon landing in ene LZ in the Rach Kien arez two 2ir-—
craft were hit. Both aircrafit sustained major damage,; bub there were

o injuries.

The &8th aAssault Helicopter
Division in the viecinity of
ne inecidents

Commany was in
Bear Cat,
wers gneounted espite

supnort ef the 7th Infantry
No ensmy fire was reported and
low visibility and bad weather.

igad the £8Lh Flew 2681 howre,

They made 9,648 sorties

Still dimersasing its
carrying 15,201 passangers

=

140 ftons of eargzo.

tropped sharply in Auzus

and the UH-10C a2 78.7%.

MATHT AN Aveidabilit;

124
aveliability

t to 75.5%.

The UH-1D 7L.B%



T Sept,

17 Gept.

18.8.p.

19 Sep.

Sk HY .

DL AOTH
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The &68th Aslt Hel Co was in Supoort of the 9th Inf,

gsauif mission in the dach Kien
cansed the separation.of the
in owo flights of five. Tpon
were hit with heavy =zubvoritic
hovrever there were no injuries

tare

AE4In
eagle
EVED,

Hoz

whe Hith was in suprost of

=

alter transporting 052 D3
The 6&th was in supp
Song Be area, and made itwo
did not reccive any cheny
standinz—by at Cau dong Ze,

1200 troops ‘of the 6th
to several fisld sites
completed within 1 1/2
released. Upon arriczl to Bien
out to-support the I1st Inf, Div,
LEft were completed.

returned with no incidents.

ARVE
in the

M-
1a

The 58tH 481t }»E'."I Co was part of
of thi 5th ARVN Div, in the Bsar
sr-.“.-c-::lthly ‘n'it—"i noe cnemye fire Teror
used in
limited tac air support was uss

i

y
Lilk “_ CETT

The 68th Aslt Hel Co during the
safelby record it sstablished.
participated in rnumerous CA and

The Top Tigers contribubted greatly to the combat
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5 Qat. ‘The &8th Lslt Fel Co w2s in suppori of the 19%th Inf, Bde. in the Fha
Be arez, They relocated £€3 ircops although low visibility and rain
= made flzing very hagardcus. One UE-10 gunship was Wit by enemy fire,
tet there wers no casualitiss,

Oct. The Maustengs went to the =2id of ths ist Justrawlizn Task Forece Klling
[ 55 £
1 Viet Cong and destroying twe structures.

pers" mode

5 Oet. Servineg the 9th Divisien in Cperatien Coronsdo the "Tep Td
9 themselves.

6 1ifts zgnd found the Vietd i 1, Thz= }:LEL'“F__-'S killed
Tﬁﬂ UH—JG anG one I_I‘-i—|]: "t,cg__ I‘gﬂv—-E

iy
L T

ll ————— :. - LI
2d two aireraft hit by enemy fire., Four
mede under hesvy fire snd adverse condi-

& Cot. 1ne 65u“ continued 1wth the 9ih Division; 5 Viet Cong were ¥illed. The

tions.

7 Cct. COperetion Coranszde ecentinued end the Viet Cong were recelving & bitter
defent. Throo more medical evecuztions were mede under adverse conditlons.
The LEth helped grestly to msxe this battls one of the most succsssful in
the Tzlia region,

11-13  The "Tb* Tigers" sent out five ships on 2 comba
& L

= ecopbat sssoult to support tac
Cet. 16G4h Brigade to scarch out the Viei Cong in sight of Sezigon.

15 Oct. The 46th was sent fo support our BVE 2llies in 2 scarch and desiroy mis-—
sicn nesr Hhe Be.

16-17  fgain supnorting the 199tk Srigzde, the Top Tigers searched out the Viet
Dot Cong. On the 17th they were located and the Mustengs killed two psrsommel
znd destroyed four of their structures.

20 et The Mustengs hed a2 very good day 23 the 68th supported the 19%th Brigade.
Twelve Viet Cong were confirmed kill was caphured,
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23 Gct The 68th beran direct supvort of the Z5th (RVE Division with & vory geod
day. Bignt Viet ﬂo“ wors kKilled one te{ﬁw pr"soFﬁ" and TWo WeaDons
ecaptured. 3 piasters wers taken from o iax collecior,

2L GetT The_Ton Tigers wers Tlying Combei lsssulis
[ £ ik

yory day now with the 25th

s s ev
RVi's, . Sixteen enemy were killed as the £8th hlu hezvy action, The
husuangs were hit by enemy firs and one was shot dewn,

25 Cot Slorking at Ban Tred the &8th 2 tha Viet Cong and killed one.
Four ships were hit by enemy firs, WU [ndersen wes wounded but returned
to duty. ’

22 Oet  The 62th continued its daily suppori of the 25th /RVH's with ﬂﬂLth
r S
lssaults,

29 Qet fgain the Top Tigers found action as 14 Viet Cong were killed by ths
Mastangs nesr Daco Trail,
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30 =N
Oct

SUMMARY .

MATNTENANCE: With few UH-1C models io work with maintenance ¢

The Top Tigers zlnlsnea Gf the nonth of October with two more CAls
with the 25th ARVN's, The Tigers wers being pushed hard with their
constant commitment but never slacked their drive, They completed

all missions assigned in a owstanding manner,

with 2683 hours flown the Top Tigers zgzin stepped up their zctivi-
ties. They made 8,570 sorties :nd carried 14,002 passengers with 137
tons of cargo.

£8% availability rate fer its UH-1C models, This
: 1

overzll average doﬂ“ to a low of &4.5%. Ths UH-
was also low at 7i%.

|--|
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"_1-::0; r Coppany wWas in Suprori of the 25th AZVN
Division in the Eoa

arza. L"JO‘I landing in one locstien; the lead
ship in the right xile was cawght in zn explosion and crashed. The
aircraft burned but as 2 result of cuick thinking of the difforent
¢rews no injuries were sustainzdé to the crew of the aircraft.
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The fiight was alse in support of the 750h Division several ships
reecd ua"‘ ground fire upon landing in the lancing zone, 4lso the
Mustangs were credited with & Vict Cong kills,

Aan aircrait was lost in the pick up zo Major damage was sustamec,
however the operation conitinued Emo.,nl :-,:m, the Mustangs werce credited
with twe kills,

£l N
Ne boull Wi glg

s re § early dus to bad weather., (300 ft. ecoilimg and
mile visibility

D

The 68th assault Helicopter Compeny while worldng for the Sth Division
uncovered the remsins of Aleft 11 which crashed thedy before.

Some difficulty was encountercd when targets were spolted outsids the
4.0, 2nd clearsnce could not be cbiained to fire or bring in artillsry.

The Mustings were 4:‘.1"*;-:51:;:1 with two confirmed Kills.

The 68th continued the combat assault missions for more than 25 days
straight. Ther never lost the professiomal attituds needed for safe
£light., Déspite the unfortunntie incidents where helicoplers were lost
the Tigers centinued to dothe outstanding Jjob thit can be expscted of
them at any time.
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1 Dec. The Mustanss were cradifed wo tﬁ 5 kxills in the ooerciional area, also
setting off a seccadary exnleosion.

ol

Dse. Following teke off i‘rcr the lsmding zonz one of the Tigers struck 2 tree,
which caused the heiigorter to orash Yend. &1l esce peﬂ with no injuries,
however one JAVHE trocp jumped Irom the ship and was kilied by the rotor

2r'S Gpw;t:'_“.s in the vieinity of Ten an recoversd numercus enely

17 Dec. While operating for ihe (37 Division the &6th sustsined several
hits in the gunships. C:u S“‘*ﬂer avd Conzalez were both wounded
: i capturad by ground troops.

5, Due. Tne proposad landing zone had o te ecancelad cue te heavy ghauﬂ_& Fire

In alternste wes selectec but g\*omr.] g alajer

refused to go inte the original ereza. 01 of the extrzctions were
cznoelled,

27 Dec., The Top Tigers assisied in the capturs of numerous waapoils ineinding
ore bOma morsor with ammo, 5 rounds of 105 avmo, and = lahr more ming.
Top Tigers lesd and HMusieng b toox soverzl hits in ths landing zois.

‘hile working for the 25th (20X Divisisn ths Mustazngs ware credited
with L Viet Cong. [lso the ground Lroops reperted killing four Viet
Cong and capiured wesrons end CoCUmEnTS,

30D
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he tigsrs were low on pilots.

The fiying time dropped to 21%L hours
rring 12, z r= and 60 tons of cargo.

They made 6,606 sorties carry

]

The UY-1D models many

¥eimtensnce sprang bachk to 2 92,558 availability.
i avzilebility and UH-1C 2 75, 14,

with over 2000 hours of flying, cerried & U B
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During the calender year of 1967, the 68th Asszult Helicopter Company flew
a total of 31,022 hours, conducted 103,180 sorties, and carried over 150,000 pas-—
sengers, nmost of which occurred during corbat 2sseult missions, In the process

.of doing sc, the men of the 65th earned an impressive total of 2 Silver Stars,

i, Vietnsmese Crosses of Gallantry, 1 Legion of Kerit, L3 Distinguished Flying
Crosses, 25 Bronze Stars, L2 Lir Hedals for Valor, LS Cemmendation Medals, 5 Good
Copduct Medals, and 25 Purple Hearte, Tims, the 68th /ssault Helicopter Campany,
"Top Tigers", have responded meritoriously to the requiremsnts for assistance in

the counter-insurgency envircnment of the Republic ef South Vieil kam.



