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-1 Air Medc

A2035 A9D DC LTI M3 1969
JAITARY

3 Lrmy Comnlati-n Medals for Valor

.2 Purpnle Hearts

1 Turple Heart

MARCH

niulczhed lyins Cross
.dc.-_. Zor Valorw

2rmy Commendaticn Melal for Valor
Pur-le Hearts

T10 A~

1 Dis inf*u.- shad  Flyiny Cross
J

bir Medal for Valow
2 irmy Commondation Ms

—t
I3
¥

for Valor p"vs 3 for Szrvice
JUNE

3 Vie'namese Crossez of Gollantry/Bronze Star
1 Purple Heart

- Crosszes

RS N

flying Crosses
Nel fO" Valor
T Co-mn“—n.:a tion lledal for Valor

& Vietunamese Crnssos of Gf"l_La atry/Silver -Star
19 Vietnamese Cros: Gllintry/fronze Ster pending

CCTOBEL

2 Air lledals WV ncn ing
2 irmy Commenletinn edals for Valor vending

1 Distinguished “lying Cross neniing
18V »pending -
2 army Commondaticn Medal. for Valor pending




TLASLDY R I L8TH fg 5,70 DTSR COMTANY 1969

3 Jan T new year gtart.l cvrntinlly : oo Inserting

s oof th h Tnizntry Divi o2, RVN;
e cYme ualer Ths s ».orting
halted the nammy fire resuliing in neretive friendly

]

9 Jan ~Reconmissance

sacny 20 te 100

¥ o Conger o th: inserte-

ny fw'it_'..‘n on the vay out of
wen we o pinpointed and .gunship’

¢t cf th enwa: ment vas 1 VO k71led

'|“,1n SO0

to it. The
asoveral vound 1

16 Jan The 66th FMugtan:® gunshin Tight
c 11’ a coentact,
i

contact it
"’.nC‘: 2]V,
antns caniur

-4

In the month of J= 1““‘”3/ 1
a toual of 2 539 hovrs
crxris 3,

-t

The mointanance availia v

66.7%7 74.G, an’
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1 Feb The month of le:ﬁ'u‘ﬂry wes tynical of all Vietnamese ifw Ye:rs,
Duriog t ¢ ilew Year offensives 3icn Hoa air age canc under sev-
eral nor+. T ond rocket attacks. On occasi ns Bicn Hoa cam: under
oround attack and tie officers and men of the 65th were kent busy

with the sceurity of their area and aircrzft.

The 68th did not mcke eny mejor cnf ”rwnr‘nt" Aurin-: February.
The n rmal gperation of c :rxbat ssanlts and dircct sup ort mis-
sions continuc , but remaned flexible to meet the stemped up
enemy activity of the Hew Year offunsive,

In the month of February 1969, thu 66th Assoult Heliccpter Compeny
flew a total of 2,237 h ws. Lhc ‘e wcre 16,005 passeniers end
5 tcns of corgo carried. ’

The naintenance
Thn, 80p o

i bility achicvencnt for February was
ca C,D and H serics aircraft regnectwely.
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THS OTER.T AL HISUORY OF TH  68TH 4SS:ULY H LICOTTZR COMI:NY 1969

o Mar & 08th airceraft fly'n. in direct support of a speccicl forces unit
worl-ing out o Tay ifinh RVN; came under fire scveral times

duringz the conduvct of their mission, This same aircraft disting-
uished itself while making a malivec under int:nsive mortar barrage.

3 Mar A 68th aircraft wes culed on to fly Comannd. & Control for
25th RV Inf, Division troups in contact. .“hile covering a
contact nsar Duc Hea RVH th siip aidezd in the capture of
one VG and in thoe Jiscecvery of a caches, The re ults of the
nission were O VO ki1lled, 1 Vi capturcd; 7 4Ke47, 13-40, 1 carbine,
1 AR-15 and suveral iocuusnis,

24 Mar A 68th "Musten:" unship covering an onerction nesr 2iah Phouc
RVN we: shot fdom walle cnaging en estimatcd platoon size
elenment of HVA, The crew of the aircraft as well as voluable
nmatericis uore roscuct clthouw h rcscus onerations were within
150 meters of .naiz- pesitiens,

In the month of March 1969 th- 68th Assoult Helicopter Commany flew a
totul of 2,451 hours, There were 17,618 passen;:r and 23 tons of cargo
carricd,

The naintenance avaeilianility achicvenent for March was:

80%, 82% and 90% on C,D and H series aircraft resrectiv 1y,



THS .« TER.TI Hal 4ISTCRY OF THI 68TH 4SS .JLT HILICOPTER (OMTANY 1969

12 Apr The 6&th "Mustanz" gunships were called on to supnort 25th
s RVN Inf. Division troops near Duc Hoz ‘RVN, The :amships
were called on to assault wnenypositions: wh'n the yround contact
> wis ¢ rtablished. The result of the miszion were 17 VC %ille’, 9
VC capturc. , -8 weepons and scveral documents contured,

In tho month of April 1969, the 68th Asscult Helicopter Compeny flew
i a. total of 2,371 hours, Theve were 18,547 passengers ant 21 tonsz cf
. c'argo c rricd.

Tarticularly %Soteworthy is the maintenance aircraft availiability
achicmenent for the month of April, The av-ilia“ility was: ¢

89%, 85% and S0% on C,D and H series aircraft,



THE & E.-%T NAL JISTCRY OF THD 68TH AS-.. T HILiC THR COMTATY 1969

11 M2y During the month of May the 68th "Mustang" crmed helicooter
platoon distinguished thenmselves, The eyc witness statement
resultant of their actions is included on the follouing page.

if

During May the 58th Flew 2, 530 hours carrying 18,106 personncl
and 16 tons of cargo, '

The medintenince availiahility of aircraft’ for May wvas:

C nodecls— 85%, D models~ 81%, and H nadels- 84%.

11
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EYE WITNESS SLATEMENT

On 11 May 1969, betueen the hours of 1200 and 1600, Cpt. Stenlcy Christian,
Jr., 05338961, 1LT Rufus Esters, 05341693, i1 Wayne N, Joncs, W3162989, WO1

‘Michael D, Milton, W3162133, Saccialist Four Dayid W, Deoane, RA16918911,

Spacialist Four Wick F, snania, RA11621542, Specialist Four Janes L, Youtsey,
RA16620408 and Specialist For Alan M, Rouchrn, RA68001323, members of the
"Mustang" armed helicopter platoon of the 68th Assault Helicopter Company,
participated in the action against a reinforced VO Division near Dinh Quan,
Republic of Vietnam, '

While acting as crcwmember s of two UH-1C model gunships, these nersomecl 2is—
wlayed an outstending manner of couvrage and profound dedication to duty,

Serving: as an Emer-cncy Stani-by Fire Tecm, thcy were directisd to the locaticn
of the hoavy chemy contact, After arriving on station, they vere informed
that <« location must be secured For medical cvacuation of wounded troops. A
recon was initiated by the tuc armet ships an? upon locating a suita lc lend-
ins zono, the aircraft L. Tn to receive heavy greund fire, Tacy irmediately
bipen to pubt in reckets on tac -dintonse fire area alloving the troops to ad-
vance, After scver:l sccondary explosions, the fire wes silcncecd and the
Fricndly moved in and secured the arca enansling the m dical cvacuations to
begin, ) '

At this time, the fiic tcam was notified of a unit in centact recceiving heavy

autometic weowons fire from & well entrenched hill, Sceveral advisors were

woundcd end numerous fricndly cosuclties had resulic., he firce team engeand
e

the fortifisd hill mocciving heavy fire on cach pass, Onee nin several

sccondary cxnlosions uere obscrved on th: hilly howevel, on the final niss,
th~ lead guaship took 50 caliber hits from another loecation and the aircraft
wae forced to land, “he hill was token without adiitional casualtics,

rag

Their cctions coatribubsd greatly to the succossful coimlciion of the mission
anl were directly rounonsible for thx s fo nediccl evacuitioen of critically
3 troops, ond tho taking of - VO fortifiocd hill to include 3

,

weunde o 3 conii-ncd
‘tnemy kills, Their asctiins were in coping with the highost traditions of
the mi-itary service and reilect . reat credit upun themsclves, their unit,
cn? the Unitel States Aray, ' -

/

Sonidor Afvisor

.

434 Infantry Reziment

12
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THS © PERATIONLL HISTURL OF TH: 68TH ASSAULT HILICOPTER COMPANY 1969

19 Jum 68 th "Mustang! sunchips were scrambl d to cover troo s of the
3th RVN IﬂL. Division in contact ncar Xuan Loc RVN, As
the lead sunshin storted his assault of thoe NVA wesiticn he
was shot dowmn, Althcuzh the circraft commander mads @ sucecssiul
autorotation to the tops of th' ’LY\,HS’ thy aizcraft falling throw
the trinple canopy jungle, crashed & burned kil ting its crow,

I

)

(’-'

20 Jun The 68th flew in suprort of tha 5th RVN Inf, Division 5 milcs
cast of Song Be AV, During thc cperation the £flight camc under
heavy small azns and automatic weaons fire several times. The

4

aircraft roceiv. d several hits, 1 crovmember wis killel wnd 2 were woundef,

Another "Tewn Tige
nission in the Xurn Loc cre
arca of tho downcd air crﬁ.ft
and denicd tho oniay rmuch v

or* clso distinguishcd himself flyinz a rescue
. ‘dth cnony activity heovy in the
68th Ship c-\v’-=cuatod the crow,
L3 as uell,

th

O

In the month of Juné 1CH 02, th: 58th Assanlt Helicopter Compony flew o
total of 2,509 hours, There were 16,117 passcnzers and 25 tons of cargo
carviad,

The maintoenance availaility achicvement for June was:

78%, 76% and 63% on C,D and H scrics aireraft respectively,

13
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mny cover‘the four corncr:

THA O CENACTONAL HISTORY OF T, G8TH &S LULT ELIC PTER C MPANY 1969

1 Jul - 31 Aug Durinz th' months of July and August the 68th 4id not ncke
any ”uiﬂlLlC’Ht cnenty contact, The 68th did nowcver
contimue the normel routine of Combat Assoult type mls-
sions, cnd Dircet combat supvort missgitig.

The 68th doos rost of its assault type missi-ns in the Zuan Loc aret of

operation, I: thc Luan Ioc arca we suprort the 199th Light Infantry Brig-

udc, and the 18th RVN Infent.y Divisicn, Ths areh for the nost nart

is heavy junglce This cften uecans that the infrntry unit st be inscrted

ond cxtrocted threw small - T ship landing AO1VJ. The noturc of the arca
slowed down airnobile opcruu L8 congiC 'bly. also is very demanding
of civeraft and croews vho often maks we cal ta k‘(ifg and descents of

up to 300 f£t.

™
L
b

r

On @ doy whcn the G8th in flying in dir cct clubet support any aircraft

~f III corns, On occagiin oncs missivn mey

tako cnc inte IV corps o thia a ©v xilwmeters of the d 1*fr A0S
Cambedion border. The sons ‘ircr'lt bh?" ats sone to 2ll thisc pleces

mry find himscli cnrcute to the in~country R&R center ot Vung Tou to

b3 o at its levely sctting by the South Chins Sca, Flying dircet support
of III curps o wWe GO requircs that the nilct Lly great distonces OVEX
vorying terenin where the lonc airerd £t st be crnplctLTy Ik sw‘xl01un$
Je of the 68th consider cursclves very fortuante to be 21lowed o trevel \f
corcss IIT corps, to learn the area and scec now places. :

During the month of July ths 68th Assault Holicopter Commony flew o total
cf 2,631 hours. Sherce were 14,871 pass 3ENGETS and 50 tons of corg: carried,

The maintenence avialinhi liiy "
84%, 81% and 8.% on C,D and H

l O

hicvenent for the wnth of July wes:
scrics aircraft respectively,

of Auguvt the 68th Ass ult Helic pt‘- Correany “low 2
Thore were 15,851 pagsengers anc 1 178 tons of cargo

During tho'
totel of
CarTict,

\'r\

Th: mrintenznes 2viildability achicvenent for August wass

G0%, 72% and 864 sn C,D and H series eireraft rosnectively,

o 14
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THY 0 ER AT L7 HISTORY OF THE681U 354110 HELT

R CHILNY 1969

5 Scp  The 68th flew a ci i asziult nigsion for the 199th Light Inf,
Bri=ade, The ¢ pbrhtl n ucs conducted neer Gia Ray Mt, RUN) were
the 68th ”qudljn ¥ille® 6 VO, Further results of the :Dcﬁf*l
were 2 VO ¢apturcd ts well as 2 weanns cache uncovered, Onc

csuzlty wan suffercd ~hen the C&C ship wes shot dovn by a comnnd
dwtunJi;L uine vhile meking o lew level recen of a VO flog plintaod
onn a road, :

During the nenth of Septomber the 68th Assoult Helie. ter Company flcw
o total of 2,667 nrurs,  There were 15,103 nassengers and 139 tons of
CJT{G c.rricd,

&
j&s}
.

he nointincnee evailiebility achicvenent for tho month of Scptenber w

84%, 81% and 81% on C,D and H sc ics aircraft respectively,
4 b £

d not makc any contact with the cncny,

aid coutinuf :x n-rntl as discyied in thoe
" July and Augu

17 Oct -~ 31 Oct Iu t1\ montlz of October the 68th Assault Helicepter

During thc month of October tho 68th Asscult Helicepter Coir any flow o
totel of 2,820 hourz, There were 17,034 passcengors and 119 tons of corgo
carricd,

15



THE CPER-T N:L HISWORY OF $HI G8TH AS AULT HILIC. MHER COMIANY 1969

5 Nov A 68th ddircraft flying Jircct support of the 5th Snucinl Forces
near Bu Dep RVN eame under nertar firc scverel tines in tho
conduct of thuir missim, Thisz sane ship utg distin-uishoed later
thot day while cenducting ~n cner:cney ned:vac undcr intoise nortar
barrage. :

total of 2 641 hcurs, There werc 17,622 assongers and 218 tons of cargo
carricd., :

Durin:z thoe ronth of November the 68th Ass: ult H cliénﬂt 2T Compny flow 2

The neint nonce eizeraft aviailicobility achicvement for Novenber wass

- 81%, 78% and 78% on C,Dand H scrics aireraft rospectively,.
) b 3

4 Dece A 68th aircraft resupnlying an infantry unit 1 nilc NE of Tanh

‘Linh RVN, was sact dewn shortly after departing the landing

zonc, The Officur in charge of the Infantry unit being ro *unvliod
reported that ths circr:ft had reccived AK-47 firc and had returnc
firc until tho tine of impact, The rosults of tho crash whs

3 crewmen dead, 1 passgenger dead, and the aircraft comnletely
degtroyed,

During the nenth of December the 68th Asscult Helicopter Compony f£low
a total of 2,903 hours, There wore 17,674 passcngers and 215 tons of
cargo cirvied,

The naintenance availicbility achicvement for the month of Decenber wass

77%, 73% and 82% on C,D and H scrics aircraft rospoctively,

16



3 QPER L HLT, HIST Y OF THZ 68TH ASSAULT HELICCTT R CUMT.NY 1967

During thc ».nths of 1969 the nen of tho 68th Asswlt Helicopter
coupany have proven themsclves tine and tine oy In their daily mis-—
sicns both individuslly and as a whol: the men of the 68th have domon—
strated a high deor. . of professiontlisn, A vhrasc often usced by one of
the 68th former corminders well describas the stonderds set by thoe o8th.
NThe difficult we do dmmedintely, the impossible thkees a 1ittle lenger;
~nd nir-clcs by © wointnent only", The 68th vill continuc to live up
to tho stondarde that it has sut,  Tacugh the foccs 3:1-3.y chenge in the
coning year the 68th will remein the cffective, cifficiont Agnault Helicopter
Connuny that it is today.

|
During thz ronths of 1969 the 68th Asscult Helice wtcr
o total of 31,071 hours., There were 202,620 passonge
cargo carricd,
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